Introduction
The impact of climate variability, as manifested in floods, droughts and unpredictable rains, presents a challenge to the developing world due to its dependence on climate-sensitive economic activities such as rain-sustained agricultural activities. Developing countries already face social, economic and environmental stresses and resource constraints that limit their ability to adapt to climate change, and these stresses are likely to be exacerbated by climate change (IPCC 2001a) . Two broad coping strategies exist: mitigation and adaptation. Adaptation, which has been recommended as being a viable coping approach (Baethgen et al. 2004; Barker 2003) , seeks to promote both planned and spontaneous actions to resist, cope and benefit from unavoidable changes (Barker 2003) .
There is a lack of necessary knowledge and research on numerous issues, which could inform work on adaptation (Baethgen et al. 2004) , in particular on the subject of the perception of the problem of climate change. The vital question, which has yet to be adequately addressed in climate change research, is: Do communities in the developing world perceive climate change as being a significant threat when compared to other developmental and environmental problems? Climatic Change has made an effort to address this lack by devoting its July 2006 issue (volume 77, numbers 1-2) to research on psychology of global warming. An article by Weber (2006) in this issue indicates that people must clearly perceive risks in order to take actions to manage them. This finding supports earlier studies by Henderson-Sellers (1990) , Slade (1990) , and Halloway and Ilbery (1996) who found significant variations in perception of climate change between the professional community and the general public. The importance of perception assessment is also noted in suggestions made by Parry (2001) on research priorities for the fourth Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) assessment report, which is due in 2007. Parry's suggestions, however, place emphasis on statistical modelling rather than on a more qualitative analysis of the social context, which would include study of the perception of the threat of climate change by the community. While we are not negating the need for good quantitative research, we are nonetheless arguing that qualitative research focused on the perception of the problem should be a necessary complement to the existing quantitative research on the issue.
A meaningful assessment of the perception of the problem of climate change must be founded in an understanding of the likely level of priority and response that may be given to it by individuals, communities and governments (Bord et al. 1998; Ahearne 1988; Fischoff and Furby 1983) . In the theoretical debates over the role of perception in human behaviour and its effect on decision-making (Fischoff and Furby 1983) , it has been generally noted that if a community or government perceives a problem to be a very serious threat, as in the case of HIV and AIDS, then it is likely to initiate appropriate intervention measures (Garret 2000; Sanders and Sambo 1991) . Weber (2006) , and Lorenzoni and Pidgeon (2006) have shown that the perception of the risk of climate change on the part of a society may influence its decision as to whether it should do something about it, and subsequently how to adapt to the perceived threat. As there is very little published research on the perception of climate change in the developing world, this study undertakes to address this significant lack of knowledge by providing a study of the perception of the
